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resignation that would find his colleagues helpless. But no
crowd stirred, the troops on duty could not be won over, and
the minister's resignation, although it did lead to a change of
Cabinet, had no untoward effects. A few months later, on
the occasion of the funeral of Felix Faure, Ddroulede and his
friends tried to persuade the officer in charge of the troops to
march these on to the Elysee, but General Roget refused to
act, or even to take the whole business very seriously. Major
Marchand, the hero of Fashoda, was discussed as a possible
Boulanger, but nothing came of that. The last plot, however,
was the worst: early in August 1899 the Government had wind
of a real conspiracy, in which were involved virtually all the
leaders of anti-Semitism, Monarchists, Bonapartists and many
nominal Republicans. They had constructed a Provisional
Government and felt secure of enough military help to seize
power in Paris on I2th August, when the Rennes trial, then
at its height, would concentrate public attention away
from the capital. But on 2nd August sixty-seven ringleaders,
including Deroulede, were arrested on the full charge of
conspiracy against the State. A few escaped and were arrested
later or left the country; a few barricaded themselves in a
house near the Gare du Nord and sustained a real siege until
starved out. A number of the first arrested were released, but
fourteen were ultimately tried before the Senate, sitting as a
High Court (November-January 1899-1900), and condemned
to various periods of banishment. The indifference with which
the verdict was generally received proved the crisis to have been
really over.
But if all direct plotting proved abortive, there is little doubt
that Republican institutions came very near to experiencing
a deformation that could have completely altered for many a
long year the character of French politics. No less than three
crises appear to us to have threatened the essentials of the
existing order. The first of these was the elections of 1898 :
had the Conservatives gained a few seats, instead of losing a
few, no Radical majority became possible ; the Chamber would
have tolerated none but cabinets in which the Catholic
element preponderated and the Rennes court martial would
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